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We contribute to building a better Canada in which
all young people value our francophone heritage,
appreciate francophone cultures and strive to
excel in learning the French language.

DEVELOPING
SKILLS

APPRECIATING
DIVERSITY

CREATING
CONNECTIONS

Attaining a high level
of proficiency in the
French language offers
both major personal and
professional advantages
to young people.

Having built significant
linguistic and cultural
ties together, young
Canadian students
are able to better
appreciate diversity
and are motivated to
pursue their studies in
French.

Strong personal
connections inspire
young Canadians
to cultivate a
relationship with the
French language and
francophone cultures
throughout their lives.

Message from the Executive Director.
One change inspires another.
That’s how I would describe the year that has just ended and all the positioning work
completed by French for the Future in order to continue offering quality programming.
Our four programs have united over 35,000 students this year, our Forums have
gathered thousands of young people across several Canadian cities, and we have
promoted partial and total postsecondary studies in French alongside partner
colleges and universities by offering over $259,000 in admission scholarships. The
2018-2019 ambassadors have organized over 60 activities promoting linguistic duality
and bilingualism in their communities.
At French for the Future, we know something for a fact, and you know it too: an
increasing number of young people identify as being bilingual. It is therefore our
responsibility to multiply opportunities to create open, safe and inclusive spaces in
which young people can live in French. It is with this perspective in mind that we have
launched two new programs.
Today, there is no doubt that bilingualism, access to learning French and therefore
to francophone cultures and history is a gauge of personal and professional success.
Language, culture and history shape and widen young people’s perspectives so they
may navigate and thrive within the systems of a province, country and globalized
world.
I am more than proud of the efforts we have put forth in creating a network that
unites young people with French as their native tongue and as their second language.

Gabrielle F. Fortin
Executive Director

Our Board of Directors

Word from the President of the Board of Directors
The Annual Report is always a good occasion to take note of and reflect on all of the
realizations achieved by the organization. It is also a good opportunity to highlight the

French for the Future is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.

true impact that our programs have on the lives of thousands of young Canadians.

Executive Committee

Attending one of our events is all it takes to appreciate the excitement felt by all of our
young Canadian French-speaking members. They are fully invested in their mission to
learn the French language as well as contributing to its reach.
I therefore officially invite you to attend one of our 2019-2020 French for the Future
events, and in the meanwhile, I encourage you to go through these few pages in order
to discover for yourself the extent to which they are a driving force and have a real

Michael Salvatori
President

Danielle Arcand
Vice President

Charles Ashikwe
Treasurer

Ania Kolodziej
Secretary

Micheline Dubé
Past President

desire to shape the Canadian bilingualism of tomorrow.
A year marked by innovation!

Administrators

We have reviewed our strategic plan, reinforced our ties with our partners, moved our
national office to the heart of the national capital, and all of this, while creating new
alliances and continuing to ensure our national presence.
After five wonderful years with French for the Future, I am leaving its presidency with
the certitude that the organization will continue to grow. French for the Future is a

Alec Boudreau

Réjean Després

Drew Fagan

Denis Fontaine

Patrick Lachance

truly unique organization that offers an added value through the creation of authentic
and significant unifying dynamics between young people of both official language
communities. It has been a true honour and pleasure to have headed the presidency
of its Board of Directors.

Advisors

Lisa Balfour Bowen
Founding President

thank you !
John Ralston Saul

Founder and Honorary President

We warmly thank Matt Herrington
for the expertise he has brought
to the role of Treasurer since 2015,
as well as administrators Sean
Ingram and Angèle Bernardin for
their contributions to the Board
since 2016 and 2017.

I would like to thank all the members of the Board, the team, and especially our Executive
Director Gabrielle F. Fortin who has so skillfully furthered the mission of French for the
Future thanks to her enthusiasm and dedication, as well as all of our partners, donors,
ambassadors and all of the participants in our programs and activities.

Michael Salvatori
President

Gabrielle
F. Fortin

Polina Moneva

Executive Director

Operations and

Development Coordinator

National
Office
Team
French for the Future’s daily
operations are managed by a
permanent team located in Ottawa
and Toronto (Ontario).

Noëlla Gallo

Valentine
Gilloots

Program Coordinator

Communications

Coordinator

Jessica Chiang
Projects Agent

Emeline Leurent
Program Director

This year, over 3,300 students

from grade 9 to 12 enrolled in a French Second Language (FSL) and French
First Language (FFL) programs have participated in Local Forums organized
in more than 15 Canadian cities.
Over the course of a day, they were able to leave their usual classrooms
in order to participate, express themselves and live out their emotions in
French through cultural and social activities.

Unforgettable
experiences

These Forums are completely free events and have as a sole goal to

have fun in French!

FORUMS

3 363

PARTICIPANTS

143 SCHOOLS

Marjorie Boies

Vancouver, Victoria

Diana Boisvert
Grande Prairie

Danielle Bonneau
Whitehorse

Valérie Bourdeau
Toronto

Participating in the Forum
completely changed the conception
I had of my future! It’s an event you
don’t want to miss!

15 LOCAL

OUR TEAM OF
COORDINATORS

Victoria Gibbs,
participant in the Charlottetown Local Forum

Maxime Bourgeois

Charlottetown, Fredericton,
Halifax, St. John’s

Danica Chrapko
Edmonton

Joanne Dupuis
Winnipeg

The day consists in motivating
students to pursue their French
learning and giving them the
opportunity to exchange in a friendly
and social environment.
Trish Rognvaldson,
organizer for the Calgary Local Forum

I loved it! Thanks so much for this
day that I won’t ever forget.
participant in the Edmonton Local Forum

Jessica Haché, John Thomas
Moncton

Shaunpal Jandu
Ottawa

Alyssa Kuzmarov
Montreal

Trish Rognvaldson
Calgary

81 students have earned
scholarships totalling up to $12,000
thanks to French for the Future!

A vision of a school...
tour of my secondary school! Of course,

Congratulations to
the finalists:

the day will be spent within my own

$12,000 scholarships

The National Essay Contest organized by French for the Future took place

special version of an improved school with

Robyn (Chenyan) Wang (B.C)

from October 2 to December 21, 2018. This year once again, it allowed 81

unlimited means meant to better the well-

Arielle Thibodeau (Ont.)

students enrolled in grade 10 to 12 to pursue their studies in French thanks

being of all secondary school students. […]

Carter Yacyshyn (Ont.)

Today, I’m taking you with me on a lovely

Simon L’Hérault (Que.)

to scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $12,000.

Our goal:
developing a positive
relationship with
the French language!

540

PARTICIPANTS

81 SCHOLARSHIPS
$259,500
12
PARTNER
POSTSECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS

Welcome to the Evangeline School! With

The students were able to practice their French language skills by
submitting a 750-word essay on the following theme: "With unlimited

that said, it’s already 8:30 and the yoga

$10,000 scholarships

class has just started. I know! Isn’t it great?

Annika Jakobsson (Alta.)

All students learn and practise yoga each

means (time, money, equipment...), how would you improve the well-

morning. It’s an excellent way to prepare

being of high school students?" in order to try and win one of the

young people to face the day ahead, since

scholarships offered by the 12 partner institutions.

the deep stretches fully wake their muscles
up. On the same topic, there’s also a Tai Chi
class once classes are over. Sometimes our
school days can be busy and hectic. Because

When I learned that I had won the Contest,
I was in shock! This scholarship is going

to help me pursue my studies in French at
the University of Ottawa and allow me to

continue on the path toward bilingualism.
Carter Yacyshyn (ON),
winner of a $12,000 scholarship

Maria Arsenault (P.E.I.)
Cailey Wood (P.E.I.)
Elisabeth Vigneau (N.B.)
Angela Li (Ont.)
Carol Clifford (N.L.)
$8,000 scholarships
Sona Ghanbari (Ont.)

of this, Tai Chi can be used to alleviate stress

Anna Cho (Ont.)

and help teenagers relax…*

Kaitlyn Allen (Ont.)

*translated from her original essay in French

Frédérique Heppell (Que.)

Excerpt from Maria Arsenault (P.E.I.)’s essay, winner
of a $10,000 scholarship in the French First Language
category.

$5,000 scholarships
Allison Vandaele (P.E.I.)
Nevada Mogan (Man.)
Maude Couturier (N.B.)

Bilingualism is particularly dear

to my heart since I grew up within

In partnership with:

Kayla Gosselin (Ont.)
Ariana Chapman (Ont.)
Christelle Arciaga (Ont.)

a francophone minority; being
able to express myself in that

language within a national contest
is extraordinary to me.

Maude Couturier (N.B.),
winner of a $5,000 scholarship

Find the full list of $1,000
and $4,000 scholarship
winners on the French for
the Future website.

More than 31,000 students

from grade 7 to 12 have once again participated in this year’s Franconnexion
Sessions organized by 840 teachers, coordinators and even other students!

a free and simple
PROCESS!

Through a simple and completely free registration process, each
organizer receives resources, activities and gifts at their home in order
to organize a morning or day dedicated to the French language in their
classroom!

Our objective:
youth participation
and engagement

840 ORGANIZED
SESSIONS

31 596

PARTICIPANTS

I completed my first Franconnexion
Session this morning in my
elementary school and I talked a lot
about opportunities in French. I have
already received several emails from
parents telling me that their children
were very motivated to pursue their
secondary studies in French!

The organizer contacts
French for the Future.

A member of our team
receives the request
and takes care of the
shipment!

The organizer receives
the package.

Samuel Albert,
Ambassador for French for the Future,
British Columbia

Thank you, French for
the Future! The package
arrived, the posters were
stunning and the small gifts
as well as the resources
were of high quality!
Fabienne Winter,
Teacher at W.L. Seaton Secondary School,
British Columbia

The end result: motivated
students that are highly
engaged in the learning
process

The fun can begin in the
classroom!

30 Ambassador Youths
gathered at the FNJA!

We lived in French and it was
amazing!
Before the FNJA, I knew I was a Francophile: I spoke
French, I was involved in contests, and I was a member

30 students have been selected across the country on the basis of their
passion and commitment toward learning French in order to participate in
the National Ambassador Youth Forum! These young people, who were
all enrolled in French programs (grade 10 and 11), were able to spend an
unforgettable and completely free-of-charge week in Montreal. During

A week that makes
you go WOW!

30 YOUTHS
5 DAYS OF

of francophone cultural associations… But it’s the FNJA
that gave me the support I needed to undertake the
projects that were dear to my heart. I met 29 other
ambassadors there, as well as the Forum’s presenters,
which gave me a lot of hope. Throughout the week,
we lived everything in French and it was amazing!

these 5 intensive days, they participated in various workshops centred on
leadership, communication, project management and even team spirit.

In October, I invited Mathieu Gingras, a Quebec
francophone that I met at the FNJA. He was the

The FNJA is an annual event and one of French for the Future’s flagship

speaker at my first French-speaking event, which

programs. Following this week, the young people involved become

was attended by more than a hundred people

true ambassadors of bilingualism in their respective provinces by

and celebrated the 50th anniversary of official

organizing meetings or events. This fifteenth edition took place from

bilingualism in Canada. In December, I organized three

August 9th to 14th within the prestigious McGill University.

Franconnexion Sessions. In February, I organized the
Provincial Bilingual Debating Championship in British
Columbia, which turned out to be a huge success.
French is a beautiful language that we should share with more
young people by organizing events and workshops. If you have

TRAINING

What pleases me the most is the

69 ACTIVITIES

LED BY THE
AMBASSADORS
GATHERING
YOUNG PEOPLE!

5,700

fact that the programs organized by
French for the Future attract young
people from all nations, cultures

and religions. I am confident that
many of them will move on to

become tomorrow’s leading figures
of Canadian bilingualism.
Lisa Balfour Bowen,
Founding President

an interest in the French language, I can assure you that the FNJA is
worth it!
Vivian Zhang, British Columbia, participant in the 2018 FNJA.

The brand-new program that lets
young people have the floor and
take initiatives!

Spaces for expression and sharing

Last September, French for the Future launched its Bilingual Young Leaders program.

The x-Forums are local events that gather students from grade 7 to 12

As a true youth committee, it gathered 7 young bilingual Canadians aged 16 to 22

enrolled in a French as a first and second language programs. Their

years old. After two days of training in development and planning, they have worked

main objective is promoting bilingualism and/or linguistic duality.

2019 also saw the rise of the x-Forums!

autonomously on their shared project, United Bilingual Correspondents, the launch

They are organized independently by volunteers, are born from local

of which is set for September 2019.

community initiatives, and can benefit from French for the Future’s
financial support. Each x-Forum is unique in terms of programming and
format, but they all share the following common goals:

Jinian Beharrell
(British Columbia)

Danèle Déquier
(Manitoba)

Alice Chen
(Ontario)

Alexia Forsythe
(New Brunswick)

Elizabeth Landry

The interactions
that French for the
Future facilitates
each year across the
country contribute to
the emergence of a
generation of young
adults that are capable of
recognizing the richness
of Canadian diversity.

(New Brunswick)

Rosalie Gendron
(Quebec)

Trystan Brodhagen
(Ontario)

John Ralston Saul,
Founder of French for the Future

• Delivering an inspiring and motivating message regarding
Canadian bilingualism
• Giving young people the opportunity to play an active role
• Creating a positive environment in which each student feels
comfortable speaking French

to
our
donors
k
n
tyhoau and sponsors!

We are a non-profit organization that relies
on donations and sponsorships from both
individuals and companies in order to maintain
our activities and develop our programs.
Thanks for your support!

Le français pour l’avenir reçoit le soutien de
French for the Future is supported by

$10,000 +

$1,000 - $4,999

$1,000 - $4,999

$1 - $499

BMO Financial Group

Collège de l’Île, Île-du-Prince-Édouard

Université Sainte-Anne

AFRACB

Royal Bank of Canada

Conseil scolaire francophone de la ColombieBritannique

University of Ottawa

Angéline Réhaume

University of Prince Edward Island

Ania Kolodziej

Consortium national de formation en santé - Volet
Université de Moncton

William C. Graham

Canadian Armed Forces

YMCA of Greater Halifax

Canadian Parents for French – Newfoundland & Labrador
Branch

TD Bank Group

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Government of New Brunswick
Lisa Balfour Bowen
Margaret McCain
Michael & Renae Tims
New Brunswick Department of Education
Université de Moncton

Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development of Nova Scotia

Canadian Parents for French – Prince Edward Island Branch

Department of Education and Training of Manitoba
Farm Credit Canada

Chubb Insurance Company of Canada

GPCP Enterprises Tim Hortons

$500 - $999

Conseil jeunesse provincial de la Nouvelle-Écosse

Groupe Denux

Assumption Life

Denise Ouellette

Clair Balfour & Marci McDonald

Helena Grossman

Dalhousie University

ID Entrepreneurship – Isabelle Déry

Denis Fontaine

Imprimerie A. Dupuis Printing

Desjardins

Industrial Alliance

Franco-Jeunes

Jacinthe Frédette
Jandu Consulting
Mary Arab

Francofonds

Groupe Media TFO
John Ralston Saul
Judith Charest

$1,000 - $4,999

Karim Manaa

Allen and Marion Lambert Fund

Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages

La Fédération des francophones de la ColombieBritannique

Canadian Parents for French – Alberta

Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages for
New Brunswick

Micheline Dubé

Prince Edward Island’s province
Province of British Columbia

Newfoundland and Labrador Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development

Public Service Commission of Prince Edward Island

Nona M. Heaslip

Quest Business Solutions

Reflet Salvéo

R. Howard Webster Foundation

Sean Ingram

Saint Mary’s University

Second Language Research Institute of Canada

The Whiteside Foundation

Société Saint-Thomas D’Aquin

UNI Financial Cooperation

St-Albert Cheese Co-Operative

Canadian Parents for French – BC & Yukon
Canadian Parents for French – Grande Prairie Chapter
Canadian Parents for French – New Brunswick
Canadian Parents for French – Nova Scotia
Collège Boréal
Collège communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick

La Cité
Manitoba Hydro

Mount Saint Vincent University

Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir
Danielle Arcand

La Fédération du sport francophone de l’Alberta
Michael Salvatori
Mlle Caracristi
Public Service Commission of Canada
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Simon Duchaine
Société francophone de Victoria
Staunton Bowen
Tannie Ng
UBC Faculty of Education
University of Calgary

Let’s stay in touch
lefrancaispourlavenir
Frenchforthefuture

@francaisavenir

french-future.org

Support us

Thanks to your donations, all of our programs are free! Making a donation
couldn’t be easier: simply connect to our website and click on Donation.

