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We are helping create a Canada where all young
people value our Francophone heritage and
cultures, and strive to excel in French.

’’

Developing
Skills

valuing
diversity

creating
connections

Achieving a high
level of French-language skills provides
young people with
significant personal
and professional
benefits.

Young Canadian students who develop
meaningful linguistic
and cultural links are
more appreciative of
diversity and motivated to pursue their
studies in French.

Strong personal
connections inspire
young Canadians
to maintain a relationship with the
French language and
Francophone cultures
throughout their lives.

20 years ago...
In 2017, French for the Future marked its twentieth anniversary. It is a wonderful opportunity to note the long
way it has come, between the diversification of its programs, its impact on youth and its range of action.

due to age or boarders.

Canadian society is evolving more than ever. It is being transformed, among other things, by increasingly advanced technology, the arrival of new immigrants and the intellectual awareness of our youth. We are truly witnessing an upheaval day
after day. As such, French is not only one of many subjects
taught in school classrooms, it is a driving force. Its use and
spread in everyday life help bring together cultures and generations, even when they sometimes seem to be so far apart

That is why, to be part of that dynamic, we have youth involved in our programs every day. With their
vitality and their fresh view of the world, they are an unquestionable driving force for our future. This
year 2017–2018 brought again much success for French for the Future and, more than ever, we are
pleased to be involved with them in order, together, to spread Canadian bilingualism.

John Ralston Saul, C.C. OOnt.

FOUNDER AND HONORARY PRESIDENT

THEY FOUNDED FRENCH FOR THE FUTURE
I am immensely proud that the organization I co-founded over
20 years ago has entered its third decade in such an upbeat
manner. Way back in 1997, French for the Future was launched
with just over 200 students from eight schools in downtown
Toronto. Today, the organization is active in 17 cities across Canada, involves 900 high schools and over 29,000 students in a
wide variety of dynamic annual programs.
What began as a one-time City of Toronto reaction to a political
referendum in the province of Quebec has become an annual
fixture in the Canadian high school calendar. What pleases me
most is the fact that the programs offered by French for the
Future are attracting students from every nation, every culture
and every religion. I feel confident that many of these students will go on to become distinguished bilingual leaders in the Canada of tomorrow.
I wish to thank the board, the staff and all the volunteers – both past and present -- who have helped
this once fledgling organization survive and thrive. I owe you a lot!

Lisa Balfour Bowen
FOUNDING PRESIDENT

behind our achievements is
a devoted board of directors
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DIRECTORS

Michael Salvatori

Danielle Arcand

Angèle Bernardin

Alec Boudreau

Réjean Desprès

Matt Herrington

Ania Kolodziej

Denis Fontaine

Sean Ingram

Patrick Lachance

PRESIDENT

TREASURER

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

Drew Fagan
DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

ADVISORY MEMBERS

Micheline Dubé
PAST PRESIDENT

THANK YOU!
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Max Cooke,
who has been involved with the organization for many
years and in various roles, from organizing member of
the Montreal Local Forum, Director, Vice-President and
finally President of the Board of Directors until 2015.

Lisa Balfour Bowen

FOUNDING PRESIDENT

John Ralston Saul

FOUNDER AND
HONORARY PRESIDENT

We would also like to express our deep appreciation to
Tannie Ng, a very committed member of the Board of
Directors from 2011 to 2017, during which time we were
fortunate to be able to benefit from her expertise and
valuable advice as a member of the Finance Committee.

Cette année encore, Le français pour l’avenir a augmenté sa portée
d’élèves que jamais auparavant. Si Le français pour l’avenir reste a
acteur incontournable en ce qui concerne la promotion du bilingu
Canada, c’est que nous avons su adapter nos programmes à la réali
jeunesse canadienne, et cela, sans jamais perdre de vue la raison d
organisme.
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rewards. I am so proud when I see this spark come alive in the eyes of students who participate in French for the
Future’s activities—that moment when they understand and they grasp their bilingualism as I did. That’s how I
Au nom des fondateurs visionnaires du Français pour l’avenir, de s
know our organization is making a difference.
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to participate in and enjoy our events, activities, and programs. Now, they know exactly why they are learning
programmes que nous organisons pour eux maintenant, ils savent
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Michael Salvatori, PhD
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SAMUEL
“ I love the passion of the

volunteers and the choice of
songs for the concert, and the
Forum made me want to continue my education in French”
(Grade 10 student).
Ottawa Local Forum

NADIA

BRITTANY

WINNIPEG Local Forum

“It was so welcoming and the atmosphere was electric! Speaking
French like that in a fun way was
so exciting”
(Grade 9 student).
Fredericton Local Forum

“I really enjoyed the community engagement workshops.
They were so informative and interesting. This affirmed
my desire to continue my post-secondary education in
French.”

LIAM
“It was so much fun! I liked the
games and workshops. It was
amazing. Thanks for giving me
the chance to be here.”
(Grade 10 student).
Toronto Local Forum

PAUL
“I love this idea of having a Francophone day and
learning more about the language and appreciating
it. I especially like the artists’ performance.”
(Secondary 4 student).
Montreal Local Forum

ANASTASIYA
“I was very inspired. The day was so fun that
I forgot it was in French because we were
having so much fun together.”
(Grade 11 student).
Victoria Local Forum

KEVIN

VANCOUVER Local Forum

“Thanks for the great experience! I
really enjoyed making new friends
and speaking French outside of the
classroom.”

Local
Forums
WE ARE TAKING FRENCH OUT OF THE
CLASSROOM AND GIVING FRENCH AS A
SECOND LANGUAGE AND FRENCH FIRST
LANGUAGE STUDENTS THE CHANCE TO
MEET STAKEHOLDERS IN THE FRANCOPHONE COMMUNITY AND TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS AND
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES.

17 local FORUMS
176 schools
3,800 student PARTICIPANTS

“I was on cloud nine after I was selected as the winner of the
National Essay Contest”
“I can’t tell you how proud I was of this accomplishment and
how thankful I am for the amazing generosity of your organization and donors. What you have done for me and other young
people who are learning French is amazing and I cannot take
it for granted. I want to extend a big thank you to everyone
responsible for organizing the contest and funding the post-secondary education of students who are studying French.
You have stoked my love and passion for French in a way that is
difficult to describe. By facilitating my education in French, you are
preparing me for a better future by fostering my love of the French
language. Learning a second language is not easy. There is more to
learn considering the in-depth study of the French language as well as
the need to understand and communicate complex concepts in this second language. French for the Future encourages not only the pursuit
of the French language in young peoples’ lives but also the creativity
and culture behind this language. I must say this is extremely admirable.”

National
Essay
Contest

Ryan Costello

Calgary
Grade 12 student from
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ONE TOPIC, ONE 750-WORD ESSAY FOR
THE CHANCE TO WIN SCHOLARSHIPS
RANGING FROM $1,000 TO $12,000 IN
ONE OF OUR NINE PARTNER POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS.

to study

504 PARTICIPANTS
173 schools
$252,500 in scholarchips awarded

24,730 PARTICIPANTS
647 SESSIONS

Franconnexion
Session
WE ARE GIVING STUDENTS FROM
GRADE 7 TO GRADE 12 THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE CONNECTION
BETWEEN WHAT THEY LEARN IN CLASS
AND THE USEFULNESS, VALUE AND
IMPORTANCE OF FRENCH OUTSIDE OF
THE CLASSROOM. TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE
SEND A FREE KIT CONTAINING LEARNING RESOURCES SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO RAISE AWARENESS AMONG
STUDENTS ABOUT THE ADVANTAGES OF
SPEAKING FRENCH TO ANY TEACHERS
WHO REQUEST IT.

“WONDERFUL! THIS IS THE SECOND YEAR I HAVE DONE THIS
WITH MY STUDENTS AND THEY
LOVE IT! THE SMALL GOODIES
ARE ALSO WELL CHOSEN.”

@

Mme Julien,
French teacher at Laval Junior Academy

2017 national
ambassador
youth forum

46 activities
2,880 participants
10 PROVINCES and 2 territories REPReSENTed

23 YOUNG BILINGUAL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A FRENCH PROGRAM GATHERED FROM AUGUST 21 TO 25, 2017, TO
LEARN TO BECOME LEADERS IN THE
FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE. ON
THE OCCASION OF THE CANADA 150
CELEBRATION, THE FNJA WAS HELD IN
CHARLOTTETOWN, PEI.

Grace Fedirchuk
Winnipeg, Manitoba

This Forum was an amazing experience
for me because it forced me to live
in French. Each day I began to learn
more and more. I learned more than
I thought possible and am very happy
to go back to my community and share
what I have learned.

Élie Dossou-Yovo

Oakville, Ontario

Megan F, Titerrzge-eNreuaveld-et-Labrador
Mount Pearl

more
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Cameron McDonald

White Rock, Colombie-Britannique

The 2017 FNJA was really amazing. I
met a lot of people and for the first
time I have the confidence to speak
completely in French.

2011 Ambassador

Émilie Montour

Émilie Montour, former Ambassador from the 2011 FNJA in Québec City,
has come a long way! Émilie worked for four years as a Page in the House
of Commons and as an assistant to a Member of Parliament. She also
carried out research during an internship with the Interagency Coalition
on AIDS and Development, as well as for the University of Ottawa’s School
of International Development and Global Studies and Kenya’s Kenyatta
University. Émilie recently graduated from the University of Ottawa with
a bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences, Economics and International Development. She now works as project coordinator for Canadian think-tank
Canada 2020 and had the chance to meet President Barack Obama, 44th
president of the United States, at her conference organized by this same
group in Toronto in September 2017.

Iain Sander, a native of Lethbridge, Alberta and former Ambassador at the
2013 FNJA in Edmonton was one of 34 students out of 4,500 to have studied
chemical engineering at Queen’s University as a Loran Scholar, the country’s
largest and most comprehensive undergraduate award. It celebrates determination, community engagement, and leadership. Before going to university, Iain was on the Minister’s Student Advisory Council. He was also the first
teenager to sit on the L’Arche Canada Foundation’s Board of Directors, in
which he was involved in the development process. While studying at Queen’s
University, Iain was project manager of an engineering program for first-year
students, and tutor and trainer of the para-swimming team. At his graduation
ceremony last June, Iain was awarded the Chemical Engineering award. He is
now studying medicine at the University of Alberta.

Julia Albert

2016 Ambassador

Julia Albert is a native of White Rock, British Columbia, and was an Ambassador
during the 2016 FNJA in Toronto. She
had the opportunity to speak in front of
the Official Languages Committee at the
Senate, and following this experience she
decided to apply to the House of Commons Page Program and the Senate Page
Program. At the same time, Julia received
a $26,650 scholarship to enter the International Dual Degree program with UBC
and Sciences Po. She will study in Reims,
France, for two years before returning to
Vancouver to complete her degree.

2012 Ambassador

Iain Sander

OUR FORMER
ambassadOrs
AMAZING JOURNEYS THAT
FILL FRENCH FOR THE FUTURE
WITH PRIDE!

COLOUR OPTION 1

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE CELEBRATED OUR
20TH ANNIVERSARY WITH OUR EARLY SUPPORTERS
Y E A RS ·

On the occasion of our 20th anniversary, we presented an
honorary award to former Toronto mayor Barbara Hall, who
supported the creation of our organization by opening up
City Hall for our inaugural event. We also had the pleasure of
receiving congratulations from Mélanie Joly, Minister of
Canadian Heritage.

w/ Logo
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Barbara Hall and John Ralston Saul,
Founder of French for the Future

“I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to French
for the Future in honour of its 20th anniversary. Our government is pleased to acknowledge the work you have accomplished over the last two decades. Like you, we recognize the
importance of bilingualism and know that learning French
has immeasurable benefits.
As Minister of Canadian Heritage, I would like to thank everyone who has helped French for the Future achieve this goal
since 1997, and I wish you continued success promoting
bilingualism.”
The Honourable Mélanie Joly

stay
in touch
!

SUPPORT US
lefrancaispourlavenir
Frenchforthefuture

@francaisavenir

Thanks to your donations, all of our
programs are free!
It’s super easy to make a donation: just go to
our website and click on Make a Donation.
Every contribution makes a difference!

@francaisavenir

@francaisavenir

lefrancaispourlavenir
Frenchforthefuture

NEW LOOK
french-future.org

Donors and sponsors
thank you!
We are a not-for-profit organization that relies on donations and sponsorships from businesses and
individuals in order to maintain its activities and develop its programs.
Thank you for your support!

$10,000 +

$1,000 - $4,999

BMO Financial Group

Canadian Parents for French - Nova Scotia Branch

British-Columbia
Ministry of Education

La Cité

Margaret McCain

Collège Communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick

TD Bank Group

$5,000 - $9,999
Air Canada
Anonymous
Audrey S. Hellyer Charitable Foundation
Lisa Balfour Bowen
Consortium national de formation en santé
Volet Université de Moncton
Education and Early Childhood Development
Government of New Brunswick
Michael & Renae Tims

Collège Boréal
Collège de l’Île
Dalhousie University
Farm Credit Canada
Francofonds
GPCP Entreprises Tim Hortons
Groupe Denux
Manitoba Education and Training
Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages
for New Brunswick
John Ralston Saul
Télévision française de l’Ontario
TV5 Québec Canada
UNI Financial cooperation

$1,000 - $4,999

Université de Moncton
University of Ottawa, French Immersion Studies
University of Ottawa, Liaison Office

Allen and Marion Lambert Fund

Université Sainte-Anne

Anonymous

The Whiteside Foundation

Canadian Parents for French - BC & Yukon

$500 - $999

$1 - $499

Clair Balfour & Marci McDonald
Solange Belluz

Conseil jeunesse francophone de la C.-B.

Canadian Parents for French
Alberta Branch

Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir

City of Grande Prairie

Costco - Grande Prairie

Desjardins
Micheline Dubé
La Fédération culturelle acadienne de
la Nouvelle-Écosse
Nona M. Heaslip
Manitoba Hydro
Mount Saint Vincent University
Nova Scotia Teacher’s Union
Second Language Research Institute of Canada
Inouk Touzin

Max Cooke
Dance Virtuosa
Éducacentre College
La Fédération des francophones de
la Colombie-Britannique
Brent Fedirchuk
Denis Fontaine
Foulkes Productions
Fort Langley National Historic Site
Jacinthe Frédette
Marie-Christine Frédette Fortin
French Made Baking

$1 - $499

Jonas Grossman

Danielle Arcand

Sean Ingram

Staunton Bowen
Campus Saint-Jean - University of Alberta
Canadian Armed Forces
Canadian Parents for French - Prince Edward Island
Branch
Blaise Clarkson
Conseil de développement économique de l’Alberta
bureau de Calgary

Imprimerie A. Dupuis Printing
Public Service Commission of Canada
La Société de Développement économique de
la Colombie-Britannique
Société francophone de Victoria
UBC Faculty of Education
UBC, French Department
University of Victoria

see you next year!

